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“God Blesses Obedience” (Part 1) 

Deuteronomy 11:1-17 

February 17, 2013 

 
Opening Prayer    

Today is part 1 of a two part message for Deuteronomy 11 

I’ll titled our message “God blesses Obedience.” 

The main thread throughout Deuteronomy 11 is summed up is Verse 1: “Love the LORD your God and keep his 

requirements, his decrees, his laws and his commands always.”   
The one thing God greatly desires from us – Love and obey God.  

Which bring us to the thrust for our passage today:  

 

“Obedience is a heart issue – God always blesses obedience” 

 

1 Samuel 15:22: “Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying the Lord? To obey is 

better than sacrifice…”   
For most of us, a message on obedience would not be one of our top choices.  

Still, according to God, obedience ranks extraordinarily high on His priority chart.  

Throughout God’s Word we see the command for obedience. 

We also see God’s faithfulness in that He always blesses obedience.  

Why is obedience a heart issue and so important to God?  

Between this week and next week, we are going to dig in to answer that question based on what God tells us in His Word 

here in Deuteronomy 11.     

In these next two weeks, we are going to look at seven motivations that drive us toward obedience to God resulting in His 

blessing to us.  

 

Our first motivation for obedience is “God’s Powerful Acts of Discipline” 

Look at Verses 2-4: “Remember today that your children were not the ones who saw and experienced the discipline of 

the LORD your God: his majesty, his mighty hand, his outstretched arm; the signs he performed and the things he did in 

the heart of Egypt, both to Pharaoh king of Egypt and to his whole country; what he did to the Egyptian army, to its 

horses and chariots, how he overwhelmed them with the waters of the Red Sea as they were pursuing you, and how the 

LORD brought lasting ruin on them.” 
Moses is reminding the people of God’s awesome disciplining power as He annihilated Pharaoh and the Egyptian army. 

The signs He performed and the things He did in the heart of Egypt.  

Turned Aaron’s staff to a snake – The 10 plagues –  Destroying the entire Egyptian army in the Red Sea.  

Moses is also reminding the Israelites of God’s disciplining power in verses 5-6 “It was not your children who saw what 

he did for you in the wilderness until you arrived at this place, 
and

 what he did to Dathan and Abiram, sons of Eliab the 

Reubenite, when the earth opened its mouth right in the middle of all Israel and swallowed them up with their 

households, their tents and every living thing that belonged to them.” 
Moses is reminding them that God destroyed Korah, Dathan, Abiram and their families by the earth opening up and burying 

them alive because they rose up in opposition against Moses and Aaron standing in opposition to God and His plan.  

Korah is not mentioned here in this passage, but the complete account is found in Numbers 16:1-35.          

Moses closes this thought in verse 7: “But it was your own eyes that saw all these great things the LORD has done.”  

Most of the time when we think of God’s “majesty, his mighty hand, his outstretched arm;
 
the signs he performed,” we 

tend to remember the miracles God performed, not His acts of discipline.  

But when we remember God’s mighty acts of discipline, it is an extremely important part of leading us towards obedience.  

God acts of discipline bring us warning against disobedience.  

If we miss this, we will miss a fundamental component to the Christian worldview.  

God is just and holy. He punishes those who walk in disobedience to Him and His Word.  

Our human tendency is to usually block out things that are unpleasant to us.  

But it is important that we remember the times when we’ve been disciplined by God and the consequences of His 

discipline. This will help compel us along the road to obedience.   

Obedience is the choice of those who love God and desire to honor and glory Him.  

But it’s not just our love for God, but also God’s love for us.  

God desires what’s best for us and He wouldn’t give a bunch of commands just to make life difficult.  
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These laws are there for a reason and a benefit to us.  

I read about this high school guy who wanted to go swimming with his girlfriend at midnight.  

He knew one of the neighbors had a pool.  

So he and his girlfriend ran down the street, entered the back yard, scaled the fence even though there were No Trespassing 

and Do Not Enter signs posted.  

Just as the young man hit the driving board, the girl yelled, but it was too late.  

There was only one foot of water in the pool and he broke his neck, and he’s in therapy to this day.  

He didn’t realize the signs on the fence – the laws – would have protected him.  

So many people ignore the signs that God puts in place to warn us.  

They chose to go their own way.   

Jesus came to give us abundant life – life to the full.  

So it is out of love, God has rules and commands to guide and protect us.   

God always blesses obedience.  

 

Our second motivation for obedience is The Hope of Conquering and Occupying the Promised Land.  

Look at verses 8-12; “Observe therefore all the commands I am giving you today, so that you may have the strength to 

go in and take over the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess, and so that you may live long in the land the 

LORD swore to your ancestors to give to them and their descendants, a land flowing with milk and honey. The land you 

are entering to take over is not like the land of Egypt, from which you have come, where you planted your seed and 

irrigated it by foot as in a vegetable garden. But the land you are crossing the Jordan to take possession of is a land of 

mountains and valleys that drinks rain from heaven. 
 
It is a land the LORD your God cares for; the eyes of the LORD your 

God are continually on it from the beginning of the year to its end.” 
Verse 8: “Observe … all the commands” – this is referring to the whole law as a unit.  

Jesus uses the same whole thought in the Great Commission in Matthew 28:19-20 “Go make disciples of all 

nations…teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.”  
Similarly when we speak of the fruit of the Spirit, it is one whole unit.  

Christians can’t pick and choose what fruit they will have in their lives, its one fruit made up of nine characteristics – love, 

joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.  

As followers of Christ, we need to be growing in all nine characteristics of the fruit of the Spirit “and do not give the devil 

a foothold.”  Ephesians 4:27 
If we give Satan any foothold at all, he will pound away with one purpose, to totally destroy us. 

Satan desires to steal, kill, and destroy the abundant life God promises to His followers in Christ.   

When we compromise the truth, the journey of disobedience begins.    

Most of the time it’s a slow fade.  

Very similar to putting a frog in a pot of cold water and slowly turn up the heat and before long the frog is cooked.  

Try putting a frog in boiling water, it will jump out, but it’s quite comfortable when placed in cold water.  

That is exactly the enemy works. Very subtle – moving in when our guard is down.  

Holiness – Living a holy life encompasses all facets of our life.  

Stumble in one area and your whole witness for Christ is compromised.  

Verse 8 goes on: “so that you may have the strength to go in and take over the land that you are crossing the Jordan to 

possess,” 
Obedience in all areas gives strength to conquer the battle.  

Obedience builds confidence not in ourselves, but in God, knowing He will see us through the battles we are facing.  

Not only are the Israelites going to process the land, “that you may live long in the land the LORD swore to your ancestors 

to give to them and their descendants.” (Verse 9) 

God’s faithfulness to His promise is clearly seen here.  

Their obedience will now result in the blessing that God intended for their forefathers – “a land flowing with milk and 

honey.” (Verse 9)  

In Verses 10-11; Irrigation was needed when the Israelites were in Egypt, but God is bring them to a land where He 

provides the rain, the land full of nutrients, crops that will produce bountifully because God is providing for His people.  

Verse 12: It is a land the LORD your God cares for; the eyes of the LORD your God are continually on it from the 

beginning of the year to its end.”  
Why would the Israelites ever think about going back to Egypt? 

Why? Because waiting on the Lord can be a real challenge. Waiting on the Lord is hard.  
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When we forget what God has delivered us from, we too can easily find ourselves being pulled back in to the sin-filled 

patterns of life God has and desires to deliver us from.  

Strength will rise when we wait upon the Lord.  

Isaiah 40:28-31: “Do you not know? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of 

the earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom. He gives strength to the weary and 

increases the power of the weak.
 
Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; 

but
 those who hope 

in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will 

walk and not be faint.” 
What is your promised land?  

In what areas of your life are you wandering about in the desert, going in circles, instead of following God’s guidance in 

obedience and receiving a great blessing He has intended for you? 

For some, it could be an addiction – others wallowing in self-pity – fear on the unknown –  

For others – loving and enjoying your sin and not wanting to give it up.  

Paul instructs us Ephesians 2:1-3 & 12 to remember our past because it gives proper prospective to our present.  

Eph. 2:1-3: As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins,
 
in which you used to live when you followed the 

ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 

All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. 

Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath.  

Eph 2:12: remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners 

to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world.  
Remembering where God has brought us from is a great motivator for obedience to Him.  

 

Our third motivation is God’s promise to provide for all our daily needs.   

Verses 13-15: “So if you faithfully obey the commands I am giving you today—to love the LORD your God and to serve 

him with all your heart and with all your soul—
 
then I will send rain on your land in its season, both autumn and spring 

rains, so that you may gather in your grain, new wine and olive oil. 
 
I will provide grass in the fields for your cattle, and 

you will eat and be satisfied.” 
We see three attributes describing a genuine walk of faith here: OBEY – LOVE – SERVE  

Moses says “if you faithfully obey the commands I am giving you today—to love the LORD your God and to serve him 

with all your heart and with all your soul” 
The component of obedience here is to love and serve God with all your heart and all your soul.  

We were made to love God.  This love is a wholehearted love for God.  

If our obedience is not out of love, then it comes out of duty.   

If your children or your spouse or your parents love you only out of duty, what kind of relationship would that be?  

There is no beauty in duty when it’s done only as a duty.  

It’s a heart issue. – When our obedience to God comes out of our love for God.  

This love is the source of our deepest joy.  

When we love God, we desire to obey Him, not just because we have to, but because it brings us joy to please the One we 

love.  

The second attribute of obedience we see here is “to serve the Lord with all our heart and all our soul.” 

As with love, we must serve wholeheartedly.  

The type of serving Moses is referring to here is the idea of slavery or servanthood.  

Slaves were bought and became property of their master.  

You and I have been bought with the price of the precious blood of Jesus Christ.  

We are slaves to Christ – that is the reason we serve Him – to bring honor and glory to His name.  

Serving for any other reason than this Jesus tells us in Matthew 6:1-4 in fruitless.   

“Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward 

from your Father in heaven. So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in 

the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full.
 
But 

when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in 

secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.” 
If our serving is all about us, Jesus says; you’ve already received your reward.  

As slaves of Christ – may we serve Him to bring Him honor and glory. 

So what’s the motivation to love the LORD your God and to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul”? 
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Look at Verses 14-15: “then I will send rain on your land in its season, both autumn and spring rains, so that you may 

gather in your grain, new wine and olive oil. 
 
I will provide grass in the fields for your cattle, and you will eat and be 

satisfied.”  
What we’re seeing from God here is that God is providing the necessary rains for the crops to grow and the cattle to be fed.  

God always blesses obedience.  

This doesn’t mean that because you’re a Christian, you’re going to be wealthy and living on Easy St.  

But it does say that as followers of Christ, you can always count on God to meet your needs – your basic needs will be met 

when you walk in obedience to His Word and His will for your life.    

Our security is not based on the political decisions that come out Washington or in Minneapolis; our security is found only 

in our obedient relationship with our Heavenly Father.  

Don’t confuse wants and desires with your needs.  

One of the greatest blessings of obeying, loving, and serving God is the knowing that He is always going to care for and 

meet our needs no matter what’s happening in the economy, the stock market, or the price index!  

As Paul writes to the Philippians 4:19: “And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in 

Christ Jesus.” 
May we all grasp hold of this promise from God and never let it go.  

When that happens, you & I will rest in the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard our hearts and 

minds in Christ Jesus. (Phil 4:7) 

 

Our fourth motivation for obedience is:  

A warning of God’s holy wrath and removal of His provision.  

Essentially, this is a warning about unfaithfulness.  

Verses 16-17: “Be careful, or you will be enticed to turn away and worship other gods and bow down to them. Then the 

LORD’s anger will burn against you, and he will shut up the heavens so that it will not rain and the ground will yield no 

produce, and you will soon perish from the good land the LORD is giving you.” 
We've seen other places where Moses has warned the Israelites about idolatry.  

What jumps out at us in these verses is be on guard.  

Don’t be deceived and turn away from God to chase after other idols or gods. .  

Without God’s provision of rain, there is no yield, and without food, they will perish.  

Even in dry seasons when there is no or limited rain, continue to seek God, pray and worship Him so that you are not 

deceived and turn away.  

The Israelites knew that the Canaanites had rituals to try and get their rain gods to help them during dry seasons and 

droughts.  

Moses is telling the Israelites, don’t be tempted and turn away from the One True God who provides the rain.  

Don’t be deceived into disobedience.  

Verse 17; Moses warns us of the result of turning away from God and not trusting in His provision; will result in God 

stopping the rain.  

Who’s in control? No question about it –It’s God!  

The enemy will attempt to convince us that we are in control or the government is in control and many times we’re foolish 

enough to buy into that lie until the rains don’t come. (i.e. our health fails, economy crashes or the storms of life hit)  

Then we realize our total dependence on God for everything – including that very next breath you and I just took. (Breathe 

– Thank you Father) 

Everything is a gift from God.  

So the motivation we see for obedience is the warning of God’s wrath if we disobey.  

The last place I want to be is outside of God’s favor for myself and my family and that includes all of you.  

You are my family.  

Will we really experience God’s wrath if disobey Him?  

Yes we will! – God is just and holy God. Because is just and holy, He must discipline disobedience.  

We only need to look in Scripture to see the warnings from God. 

Acts 5:1-11: Ananias and Sapphira were immediately killed when they lied to the Holy Spirit about their gift to the church.  

1 Corinthians 11:26-29 we are instructed as we come to the Lord’s Table for Communion: 

 “For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. So then, whoever 

eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood 

of the Lord. 
 
Everyone ought to examine themselves before they eat of the bread and drink from the cup. 

 
For those who 

eat and drink without discerning the body of Christ eat and drink judgment on themselves.” 
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I take that command to examine myself before partaking in the Lord’s Supper very seriously.  

I never want to come to the table in an unworthy manner and drink judgment on myself.  

As I said earlier, the last place I want to be is walking outside of God’s will and His favor for myself and my family.   

Every act of disobedience is a statement that God is not enough and that He does not satisfy.   

Only God can satisfy. He is our total sufficiency and He blesses obedience.  

Next week we will come back to Deuteronomy 11 to explore three more motivations for obedience. 

Today we looked at the first four of seven motivations that drive us toward obedience to God resulting in His blessing to us: 

1) “God’s powerful acts of discipline” 

2) “The hope of conquering and occupying the Promised Land” 

3) “God’s promise to provide for all our daily needs” 

4) “A warning of God’s holy wrath and removal of His provision” 

Four very compelling reasons to walk in obedience to our Father in Heaven.  

But motivator behind each of these motivations has to be our love for God and recognizing God’s love for us.   

 It all starts with the heart.  

 

“Obedience is a heart issue – God always blesses obedience” 
 

Amen! Amen!  Let’s Pray   

   


